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Tsa) Cecigns these pieces, but cossn't make them himself — that pan of the process iz handled by his
1eam of crafismen back in China. ‘| coule co 1 but I'd never achieve that high level’ he explsins. ‘All the
lacouer canvings are mace by olc masters. They uain thair whole Ives 10 make basutful an — | could only
fing four or five people in China who were able 10 Selver that quainy.”

Tss!was pom in Shanghs! anc staned his an ecucation with 5 BA a1 the China Academy of An, but
came 1o London In 2006 10 study at Central Saint Marting. His work iz a8 celebration of the two pans of
nimseff: his Chinese upbrnging, and his ife in Loncon, where he has cevelopec his voice 8z a successful

a1rst. He brings togethar ancient skilis with pop-ant inspired imagery: ‘All my arnt iz about the fusion
Te/een eaciem culiure anc westem culture,’ he says | wani 1o bring them together — zometimes 'n
conflict, anc sometmes in harmony. t reflects the culiure shoctk | have experienced in my Ife

While a1 St Maring, he oid 8 placement a1 Alexander McGueen, where he famously drew & skull mace

of flowers. | was lucky. Someone eise hac falled 1o procuce the flora! skull, anc i came in anc they
z‘roughz Let's give thiz guy 5 chancge,” he remembers. The next year when they relessed 1on s T-shin,
Th

averyons Just loves 1 That's probably pan of the reason | C&Cices 10 be an amist

I3/ Cestrbes 8 as Nz DIgoest pazzon, anc s clearly highly creatve. But he has 3 haac for businass,
anc 1alks openly 300UT s Cesre 10 susian & commercally successful carser Alongside iz anwork, he
has his own fashion line — & collection of llustrated T-shins sold st Harvey Nichols in the UK and Hong

£ong He2lz0 plans 10 Kesp procucng sTOrCanie SCreen-nrnies WOk 2I0NCE 08 TNE MOrs Sxpanzve
1echnicuss, becausze his soreen ornts s&ll well niematonslly.



Above all though, he's Ceterminaed 10 keep moving fonward, without ever becoming predictable. When |
SI81 10 WISD UD the intensiew, e s1ops me. ‘There's one more thing | would ke 10 s8y,’ he says, || never
keep technicues for & fong time. | will shways want 10 change anc change, S0 my next show 15 going 10

be something giferent. | will bring In something you'll never expect.
Esstern Ot by Jsoxy Tssl Is 6 Scrasm London uetil 20 Jure.

Follow us @theneveneam
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MY WORK: JACKY TSAI

* o

'The whole idea for this show is to try to revive
beautiful Chinsse crafts and technigues, so |
spent a lot of time looking for the right people
— very high guality, master crafismen. Then |
spent some time researching how | can make
the art besutiful — what kind of art they can and
can't deliver. The outcome is that | used four or
five different technigues, including lacquer
carving (pictured), cloisonné, embroidery and
Chinese hand-painted blue and white

porcelain.'
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MY WORK: JACKY TSA

treasJres. | felt that it was the pefect

oppcrtunity to deliver those traditional
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'At the beginning, they refused to change
anything. But | said, if you want young people
10 remember and love these technigues, and if
you want mare people to learn them in the
future, you have to change. You have to listen

to me and trust me.

You can see now that we used very vibrant

colours, almost like pop art. | feel proud of what

we've achisved.

BACK TO ARTIST IN RESIDENCE
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MY WORK: JACKY TSAI
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'In China we don't have any real contemporary
art, in my opinion. The art is quite old-school —
oil painting and sculpture. To me it's old-

fashioned. | want to inspire the younger

generation and be innovative.
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'I've just left one studio, because it was 100

cold, and I'm waiting for another space in




'Until then, I'm working at home — which is only
possible because | live in Wapping. It's a very

'

quiet, peaceful place.
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esting — I'm Chinese

but | work here. Every day | find inspiration frot
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MY INSPIRATION
ANDY WARHOL

'In terms of how | handle my business, Andy

Warhol and Takashi Murakami have inspired me

1o be a successful artist in @ commercial way.'
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—| MY PLACES: WAPPING
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'When I'm working late at night, | like to go out
and have a run for 30 minutes, and then | feel
guite refreshed. | run from Wapping High Street
to St Katharine Docks, then to Tower Hill, then |

turn around.'
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——! MY PLACES: BRICK
LANE
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'Every weekend you'll see me in Brick Lane to
discover some new food. Everything there is
delicious, especially the Japanese food. It's my

favourite place in east London.
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—} MY PLACES
SHANGHAI
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'I'm from Shanghai but | don't go back often.

My Shanghai dialect is getting very weak — |
should practise more.




