AEAL AND FAUX: Artist Paut Davies” work

Australian art

experience

The natural and the built.
Paul Davies explores both
in his latest exhibition

W Houses, imagined sl living, rvefler not
A A only to living spaces but also memory, his

tary and power, Paul Davies an artist from
Australin, exhibiting nt Art district XII,
uxplores these abstract references through
Botises and landsenpes drawn from contrasting
locatlons urban, subaurban amd margin
wlised.

He juxtaposes these With real and Iaux iand-
scapes that add to an aura of peace and calm,
though sometimes this is over emphasised so
that the spaces look abandoned. The lack of
human presence is dellberate, for the artist
wants the viewer to create his or her own nar-
rative around the lives of the absent players in
the compasition - the inhabitants,

Davies, uses stencils of
houses, superimposes them
upon the backdrops and then
paints on these surfaces, The
process s ideated on the
notion that stencilling itself
repeats ‘the ideals and anxi-
gties that come from the origlh
nal subject'. But the repeti
tion is neither mechaniecal
and nor neutral, it creates a paul pavies
space within which the origi v
nal and S reproduction com Repetiﬁon
municate with each other, is neither

This reflects on the architec 4
tural history of Australia that mechanical
throughout the colonial expe- and nor
rience borrowed from various
architectural styles vom the Mu"al
metropolitan country as well as later neo colo
nial powers,

All the while, it also struggles to construct
and control its own Wentity by controlling the
‘original’ prototypes to produce its own cultar
al self. The houses as structures are two
storeved and are sel against a distant built
envirenment, or a villa with a pool, empty or
otherwlse, or with some Kind of small land-
sca aren around with tropical trees. Thus,
each hints at belng an incomplete story, the
empty pool with few dried leaves suggesting
winter, drought, vacation and immense loss

The reflections on the water seem to refer to

m absence of users not lack of them,




