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I grew up watching wildlife documentaries and, like
mostltids.vmfudnaudbymowlldanlmlm
thnomturhowhardltrled.lcouldncmw
recall the images of these Creatures. All 1 could
remember - besides a few fleeting facts about their
diets and breeding habits - were a series of blurred
shapes and shadowy movements.

However, these dim and distant memories were defightfully brought back mio
sharp reliet when 1 flickad though David Yarrow's luxuriously bound book
Encounter, launched last November As| ponderad what gave thes monochromatic
Bock such mesmeric power, it occurred to me that the magic emanated from the
direciness and interse focus of the o lures.

Ironically, (o get a shot in focus is one of the meost basic r
pnoto, but oflen the results are unfocused in terms of the subject «
photographers idea. Many photographers are seduced by the roe=d
that todays cameras can Capture, and consequently thesr work
overicaded with information, information that the husran mand gt

Ihe photos in Encounter are more than in focus, they are waadly rg WL
of them offer remarksbly mtimate glimpses of crestuses ghas ATIC =TS
unseen and unappreciated were it not for Yarrow® amera. For cangle S
elephant shots have 2 strong focus on ther coarse <kin and sheer scale, the
images of white rhinos capture their birutishly square jaws and the 2e8ra photos
highlight their asymenetric head stripas.

The moncchromatic treatment of the 87 mages manimises distractions and
anoids the gaudy immediacy of most lul-colour wildlife shots. It also gives them
< timeless beauty, something that all paciographers strive to achieve.

‘I 'want {o convey a sense of timelessnoss, ¥ s&ys Yorrow. “The majority of
these images could have been saken dJ century or two ago,”

Anolher aspec| of the book’s power 3nd charm comes from the raw e =rQy
and emolional engagement that radiates from the pages. One of the most
Neartwameng and unforgettable pictures features wo penguin chicks m
Antarctica helping each other

“Thi pecture has soul - and my daughter loves it says Yarrow. “1 was
waldhing themn; you won't believe this but penguin chicks go 1o school — they
have & créche! Fuory morning adult penguins take the chicks to school: there are
around a hundred and one senior penguin looks after them all. The chicks play
around with each other and at lunchtime they go back o their parents.” »
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Readers will be fastinated by the backgromnd Stones asihey el aulona Y  challenges of the desolate erwircnment and hard two-day drive, h
lonr arenmxd the globe tilough Yarrow’s lens. The engaglng narative feels a exhausinve research and made .-_-.;fst'\:al plans to increase the chancs
ke the words of an oki Inend who & joining you for the adventure. It abo  succe<siul 1o
mdudes a wealth of tips and inside mfoermation that are o vahsble 1© 3 “You do your hemework and find cut who are the most mnporans
professional photographer as to a primary school student. in their villages, ™ says Yarrow. “Then you pay them to look after you, are
Thoagh the slunning photographs and the stones about how they were tell everyene eke in 1he village 10 do the same. The villagers don™t use =
acheeved, it's not hard to discern the foundng panciple of the book - exclusiily.  so 1 paid them in pens and razees!”
“I always want to go the extra mie to get the stuff that other people can’t,” For Yarrow, time, commitment and patience are the foundation s
sy Yarrow. “Because if you don't, you just preduce pulp.* laking great photographs. “Sometimes, the hardest pictures you hawe =
"My philssophy foe ihe book & that | will ahways sacrfice comiort for = are of animals that are easiest 10 we,” says Yarrow, ?
content.” Yamrow speaks about his snost logstically challenging and plasically .  how can you get unique images? That's the challenge, and
eshausting tnp for the book, visiting the Suri Iribe on the west bank of Omo In ~  1cchnigues 35 well 35 understanding wide angle 2na tele
Frimopea tre for excrsnaty, Yarrow al asns hagher. *
“There are esght tnbes on the sast sde of the twer which are vory casy 1o .
rmach, and one tbe on the west sde, which 5 akmost mmpossible 10 get 10
Enowang that, my decsion 10 tShe the moad less travelied became reistvely







»

TESSENTIALL

QUINT




PHAT PAGE TOP: The Kher, Rysthamtoe Nalorad Py
THAT PALL BELOWY R
TS PAGE: Orme Whvmex, |




