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Alan Jones with his work and (below) a photo of the artist's head scu
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fad convicted theef
Robert Forrester
P been executed iIn
8 11783 as decreed by
‘an Old Bailey judge,
the exhubition now show-
ing at Watters Gallery in
East Svdney would never
have come about.

But history records
that Forrester's death
sentence was commuted
to seven years' transpor-

tation on the First Flecl{:"
and he arrived in Sydneys,

aboard the Scarboroughs
in 1788

Forrester’s direct
descendant
Bondi artist
Alan Jones —
was born
n 1977

Like many
people des-
cended from a
First Fleeter,
anes became fas-
anated with ancestry

He discovered that
Forrester had settled
down with fellow convict
ls;bella Ramsay and
raised a large family in
Windsor, helping to lay
the foundation stones of
modern Australia.

Jones created the art-
works for his current
exhibition, New South
Wales, in the same spint
'g;thclr &igple compile

mily — *"trying to
learn about whmtr{cgme
from, and make sense of
the past a little bit**

In April this year,
while on a studio resi-
dency in England, Jones
visited la and
buildings that would
h.w_c een familiar
to Forrester and Ram-
say before they were
transported

Jones focused his
search in and around
Carlisle in northwest
England, where both

convicts were thought te
have started their live
He used his drawings and
photographs as the basi
for a body of work which
Jones says, ‘‘seeks
read as a documentatior
of my family hertage’

One of these land
marks was a church
Kirkandrews-upon-Esk
where Forrester
thought to have bee
chnistened

Jones likens the env
rons of the church to t
landscape around Wi
sor, where Forrester
burmj a‘ bt A\it\t”l'."l\‘-
Anglican Church
There is a painting

Kirkandrews-upon- [k

in the exhibition
Another
mark
Giles
Fields

church in 1l

West End

London

Forrest
lived nea
Giles before b

INEg convicted
stealing six guineas

“It was a movin:
perience visiting the ar
where Robert spent |
last days of freedom
London,” Jones says

“It’s Australia’s h
tory as well, which 1 fin
fascinating. Yes, it's n
story. But it’s kind
everyone's story ™’

The exhibition m
cludes a self-portrait, por
traits of Jones' partne
Brooke and their bab
Ingo, a collaged photo
graph of the interior of 5!
Giles in the Fields, ani
lﬂ.ﬂd&(‘ap(‘s Also on view
are photographs
Jones’ head, sculpted |
plasticine, and situat
near sites of relevance
his convict ancestors

fortescued
News.com.au
twitter @0zartwriter

Watters Gallery, 109 Riley St -
Sydney; Novemibes 17, 9331 2%
wattersgallery com

lang
was 5
in the



