SOLO EXHIBITIONS

Dirk Westphal

Dirk Westphal - this New York
Chinatown-based photographer
transfers his “Fishtography” of
colourful aquatic creatures on to
hand-made custom designed surf
boards, large format colour shots
and acrylic laminated prints. The
photographer captures different
species of fish in various expres-
sive poses as they swim through
his custom-built tanks. His sophis-
ticated ingenious lighting eliminates
the tank’s reflection or any evidence
of glass so the multi-coloured
tropical fish appear to be swimming
in pure white space for maximum
visual impact.

A photographer and artist, Dirk
Westphal started making hand-
crafted surf boards — or as he
describes them, installation photog-
raphy and monolithic sculptures —
one-by-one in a studio loft on
Centre Street in Chinatown. Pro-
ducing approximately one board
per week, Westphal considers his
pieces as more than just wave
riding vehicles — they are pieces of
art.

Typically 9 feet tall (not the 10 feet
favoured by regular surfers — more
for practicality purposes for New
York residents), Westphal uses a

2007

laborious technique of cutting
and shaping foam slabs, applying
layers of glues, waxes, fibreglass
and Epoxy resin — all of which he
is obsessive about the quality of —
to ensure the highest standards
of each board he creates.

Never one to conform, Westphal
had a series of unusual profes-
sions and jobs in throughout the
90s including organizing New
York Gladiators fight spectacles
and forming the NYC Militia “in
the name of art terrorism and
good fun” and being a pigeon
bounty hunter for a previous
landlord.

Following the devastating events
on September 11, the artist was
been studio bound. Taking
inspiration from the orange street
barricades and the orange fish in
Chinatown (and the fact his it’s his
favourite colour) he started
photographing the gold fish he
bought in his neighbourhood.
Learning through experience, he
progressed to building his own
“posing” tanks, collects exotic
species from all over the world
(such as clown fish) and is an
expert at acclimatizing his pets to
their new environment.
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and TRAINING

COLLECTIONS

1993
- Sitting Positions, Bob, NYC.

1989
- Male Nude, Artist's Cage, Cincinnati, OH.

1989
- MFA California Institute of the Arts- Photography

1986
- BA Kenyon College-English

- Metropolitan Museum of Art Fashion Institute, NY, NY.
- National Arts Club, NY, NY.

- SEl Investments, Philadelphia, PA.

- Cantillon Capital, NY, NY.

- Pfizer, NY,NY.

- Corel, Toronto, ONT.

- Progressive, Cleveland, OH.

- Rockefeller, University, NY.NY.

- Columbia University, Earth Institute, NY,NY.
- Time/Life Pictures, NY,NY.

- Getty Images, NY,NY.

- The New York Times Photo Archives, NY,NY.
- Voyager, NY, NY.
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