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Raftopoulos' canvases investigate 
memory and travel. Exotic Greek 
Island beaches, sweeping Austra-
lian bush vistas, frenetic New York 
streetscapes all appear through a 
visual language that relies heavily 
on a textured composition of colour, 
space and line. Raftopoulos' paint-
ings have developed into sophisti-
cated expressions that command 
your attention and draw you in for a 
closer inspection, repeatedly 
revealing something new with every 
fresh glance. 

Paint is squeezed from tube to 
canvas, raw colour is scraped onto 
foundations of layered paint that 
has been permitted to dry momen-
tarily. Increasingly with every layer 
a history of each painting is devel-
oped and is negated by frantic 
scraping as a reminder of times 
and memories gone by. On and off 

again the materials are worked 
onto the canvas. The vivid 
colours, encapsulate memory 
and experiences. Referenced by 
numbers and abstract letters 
they act as a map of personal 
history, a personal 
landscape….a moment in time 
that has been transformed into a 
language that has come to be a 
signature of Raftopoulos' work. 

The paintings act as a map of 
memory. Random numbers 
signify a metaphysical, geo-
graphic reference. The numbers 
are points of longitude and 
latitude guiding us to the place 
from which the painting arose. 
“The numbers and Greek letter-
ing are my stamp on the histori-
cal tableau. Greek mythology 
collides with my personal mythol-
ogy” says Raftopoulos.  
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